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SUNDAY SERVICES. An interesting discourse on the Eastern Question.
In the forenoon Eld. U. Smith of Michigan, spoke on the solution of the Eastern Question in the light of prophecy. He took for his text, Dan. 12:1, 2: “And at
that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children
of thy people; and there should be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation even to that same time, and at that time. Thy people shall be
delivered, everyone that she'll be found written in the book. And many of them
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall await, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Michael was explained to be Christ, and His standing up, the act of his taking
his throne, and commencing His everlasting reign. This takes place in connection with the second coming of Christ, the resurrection of the dead, and the end
of her all earthly scenes. The connection between this important prophecy and
Eastern Question was shown by a brief exposition of the last ten verses of the
previous chapter.
Beginning with verse 35 of Daniel 11, it was shown that the period of papal
supremacy was brought to view in that verse, from A.D. 538 to A. D. 1798. The
four following verses bring to view another power, which as a nation would
make a profession of atheism. France did this in the great French Revolution of
1789 - 1798. This was the only nation by whom, and the only time when such an
act was ever performed. “They shall divide the land for gain” Verse 39. The
large landed estates of the nobility were seized, by the revolutionist divided into
small lots and sold to the people. The result was a “gain of 700,000,000 pounds
sterling to the national treasury.
In verse 40 two more powers are introduced into the prophecy: “the king of
the south” and “the king of the north.” The king of the south is Egypt, and the
king of the north Turkey, the territory now occupied by these nations constituting the kingdom of the south and the kingdom of the north, from the standpoint
of Palestine, on the original division of the empire of Alexander the Great. According to the application of this 40th verse, Egypt was to have a contest with
France, and Turkey also to come against France, “at the time of the end,” or in
1798. The speaker pointed to history to show that all this was fulfilled in that
year.
Turkey, with the help of England and Russia, came off best in this conflict,
and the prophet then takes up the history of that power to the end of the chapter.
Verse 44, brings to view the Crimean War from 1853 to 1856. The next verse,
the last in the chapter, contains two specifications which have not yet been fulfilled: “He shall plan that tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain, yet he should come to his end and none shall help him.”
This is understood to mean that the seat of government shall be moved from
Constantinople to the glorious holy mountain, which Bishop Newton interprets
to mean Jerusalem.
The speaker thought that the Turkish power was doomed to fall. It may not
be accomplished in the present campaign, but it cannot be a great ways in the
future. And the downfall of this power is the signal for the standing up of Michael, and the ushering of eternal scenes.
"Sunday morning [August 26, 1877] the weather was still cloudy; but before
it was time for the people to assemble, the sun shone forth. Boats and trains
poured their living freight upon the ground in thousands. Elder Smith spoke in
the morning upon the Eastern Question. The subject was of special interest, and
the people listened with the most earnest attention. In the afternoon it was difficult to make my way to the desk through the standing crowd. Upon reaching it,
a sea of heads was before me. The mammoth tent was full, and thousands stood
outside, making a living wall several feet deep." 4T 279

